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Deadline for May 
Newsletter submissions is 
April 18, 2014. 
Please send photos (in medium 
resolution or smaller) and 
submissions to: 

 rvbcnews@cox.net 
 

Hyperlinks have now been 
added. You can click on the 
underlined link and it should 
take you there!  
http://www.roanokevalleybirdclub.com 

 

Next meeting Monday April 14, 2014 ï 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

Grandin Court Baptist Church 
2660 Brambleton Ave SW.  Roanoke, VA 24015 

 

Meet In the Old Chapel Room 
*Please note new meeting room just for this meeting! 

 

Before the meeting please join fellow club members at 5:30 p.m. for dinner at 
the Brambleton Deli, 3655 Brambleton Ave. 

 
 

This monthôs meeting refreshments will be graciously provided by: 

Candy Andrzejewski and Linda Harrison 
 

Celebrating 57 
Years of Birding! 

1957-2014 
 

A Bird Word -  Each month a new word relating to birding will be provided. 
Can you guess or do you know the meaning of ABMIGRATION?  Answer is 
on page 9. Hereôs a hint-  Could be why  some people end up seeing a n 
unusual or rare bird in their location.  

Songs of the Night  
Presented by Jerry Via 

 
 

As spring approaches there are many wonderful night sounds 
which echo across the woodlands and ponds. Often, the sounds 
go unnoticed or unidentified, since we cannot see the creatures 

making the sounds. Just like bird calls, these sounds are 
communication for courtship and territory. This will be a chance to 

hear the sounds, see pictures of the source of the sounds, and 
learn some of the biology of singing insects, frogs and nocturnal 
birds. Get your ears ready for the spring and summer so you can 

enjoy these friends on your nighttime walks. 

Photo by Maureen Eiger 

mailto:rvbcnews@cox.net
http://www.roanokevalleybirdclub.com/


 
 
 

 

 

  

 

April 9
th

 - Second Wednesday Walk with Laura Beltran  

8:30 a.m. with Laura Beltran (269-569-5791).  We will walk around Greenfield Lake in Botetourt County and 
search for waterfowl and songbirds. The walk will be mostly flat walking for about 1 1/2 miles. Meet at the 
second dirt parking lot (off of International Parkway) on the right across the road from the lake.  
 

April 12
th

 ï Birding and Work Day at Woodpecker Ridge Nature Center,  
Saturday, with Barry Kinzie (992-2743) Birding will be on our own from 8am to 8:30 (or 9am) to be followed 
by a work day. Bring your clippers, pruners and work gloves (and a chain saw if you have one). Teresa will 
make a giant salad with ham and cheese for those that are still working at noon. Bring a side dish and 
something to drink if you would like. It should be a good time with good fellowship. Woodpecker Ridge 
Nature Center is located off State Route 651/941 Stoney Battery Rd Troutville, Virginia. For directions click 
on this link. http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/vbwt/site.asp?trail=2&loop=MRV&site=MRV01   
 

April 26th ï Arcadia Area 
Saturday, at 7:30 a.m. Meet leaders Tim and Alyce Quinn (719-0109) near the Bojangles at Botetourt 
Commons in Daleville for a morning of looking for early spring migrants in the Arcadia area.  Our target bird 
is the Prothonotary Warbler at Solitude Swamp.  We will work our way from the James River bridge to the 
Colon Hollow shelter in search of warblers, vireos, orioles, and whatever other goodies we can find. 
  
May 10

th
 - Warbler Road 

Saturday at 7:00 a.m. Meet leaders Tim and Alyce Quinn (719-0109) near the Bojangles at Botetourt 
Commons in Daleville. We will bird a series of forest service roads between the Blue Ridge Parkway and 
Arcadia in search of warblers and other neotropical migrants. This trip usually lasts into the afternoon so 
bring drinks, snacks and a lunch. Dress in layers and be prepared to carpool as pull-offs are 
limited. Important: we are going to try something new and bird from the top down, starting at the Sunset 
Field overlook on the Parkway; so if you're planning to catch up with the group along the route somewhere, 
take that into consideration. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Saturday, April 5, 2014, 9:30 a.m., Lick Run Greenway 
Our first field trip will be at the Lick Run Greenway. The Greenway passes a variety of habitats, allowing us a 
chance to hear and observe a variety of species. This involves 2-3 miles of mostly flat walking. Bring binoculars, a 
birding field guide if you have one, wear a hat to keep the sun off, and bring water and a snack. Meet at the upper 
parking lot across from the swimming pool in upper Washington Park, accessed off of Burrell Street. 
 

Friday, April 11, 2014, 7:30 p.m. ï 8:30 p.m., Starkey Wetland 
Join us for an evening stroll to watch birds as the sun sets. Besides observing birds, weôll listen for frogs as well! 
This involves less than a mile of mostly flat walking. Bring binoculars, a bird field guide if you have one, water and 
a snack. Meet at the South County Library, 6303 Merriman Road,  (the coffee shop side) parking lot. 
 

Saturday, April 19, 2014, 9:30 a.m., Walrond Park, Roanoke 
Walrond Park offers open fields, woods, wetlands, and a small pond which can attract a variety of birds. This field 
trip involves about 1 mile of mostly flat walking. Bring binoculars, a bird field guide if you have one, a hat to keep 
the sun off, water and a snack. Meet at the parking lot above the small pond at Walrond Park, located in Roanoke 
County off of Walrond Road. 

Field Trips                         Field Trips Chairman, Linda Cory (540) 580- 5214
 

 

Nesting Material & Feeders Available At The Meeting 
Nesting material - $2-$5 depending on quantity & Handmade hummingbird feeders - $5 

 

 
 

 

Roanoke Valley Youth Bird Club field trips (adults invited)          contact Laura Beltran at 269-569-5791  

http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/vbwt/site.asp?trail=2&loop=MRV&site=MRV01


 

 

 
 

 
 
 
  

 

 

April 24-27 ï VSO Annual Meeting 
 

This yearôs meeting will be an exciting, one-of-a-kind, joint event with The Great Dismal Swamp Birding Festival. 
Field trips and other birding festival activities will kick off at 7:00 AM on April 24 and will conclude on Sunday 
morning, April 27. Great Dismal Swamp National Wildlife Refuge biologists will deliver a fascinating illustrated 
presentation on the refugeôs wildlife on Friday night. Alicia King, Communication Coordinator and Urban Bird 
Treaty Program Coordinator for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Migratory Bird Program, will be Saturday nightôs 
banquet speaker. To register for the VSO annual meeting and banquet use the form found on the VSO website at 
www.virginiabirds.net  to register and pay electronically. Registration fee is $40 per person. Banquet tickets are 
$35 per person. Banquet reservations must be received by April 17. Information about the Great Dismal Swamp 
Birding Festival can be found at www.visitchesapeake.com/gds-birdingfestival. Festival events, including field 
trips, require preregistration, by calling the refuge at 757 986-3705 For inquiries about the Annual Meeting, contact 
Andrew Dolby, VSO Past President: Email: adolby@umw.edu Phone:(1-540-654-1420). 

 

Big Spring Day ï Saturday, May 3, 2014 
 

Every spring at the height of migration, the Roanoke Valley Bird Club teams with the Lynchburg Bird Club to do a 
census of birds in our area.  The count (Big Spring Day), done rain or shine, centers on the Peaks of Otter and 
covers specific territories within a 7-1/2 mile radius of the Peaks.  Small groups are assigned to each of the 
territories.  Most territories can be covered from your car and include very little or no walking, but there are a 
couple of territories that require hiking for several hours.  Most groups start between 7:00 and 8:00 a.m. and there 
will be at least one experienced birder on every territory.  Whether you are a beginner or an experienced birder, 
your eyes and ears are needed.  Itôs a fun day with a chance to meet a new friend, discover new birding areas, 
and maybe add a new bird to your list.  Please join us.  
At noon, all participants gather at the Peaks of Otter Picnic Grounds for lunch and a tally of birds seen.  Bring your 
lunch and something to drink.  After lunch, some groups go back and finish counting their territories, search for a 
bird reported by another team or just call it a day and head home. 
To sign up for this yearôs Big Spring Day on May 3, please contact Eunice Hudgins (389-4056) or uvaau@aol.com  
or Kent Davis (344-8377) or kedjr@cox.net   Let us know if you prefer to drive or hike.   

 

Sunday, May 4, 7:45 a.m. - Little Spring Day at Chigger Holler 
 

If you're not birded out from Big Spring Day, join Tim and Alyce Quinn (719-0109), twoquinns@yahoo.com at their 
house in Burnt Chimney in Franklin County the following day for a morning of looking for spring migrants and 
resident birds.  They have a variety of habitats including woodland trails, a pond, scrub and open fields, and their 
property list includes over 130 species.  Wear sturdy shoes as the footing is rather uneven.  If you don't want to 
hike, there's a big deck and lots of chairs to bird from the yard.  If you'd like to stay for lunch, bring a dish to 
share.  Note that this is a Sunday field trip. Anyone who would like to carpool from Roanoke can meet at 
Tanglewood Mall under the big sign at 7:00 a.m.. If you're driving yourself down and need directions, contact Tim 
and Alyce. The address is 681 Edgewood Farm Lane, Wirtz, VA 24184.  (Keep an eye out for Eurasian Collared-
Doves as you pass the Burnt Chimney Elementary School on your way.) 

 

Bluebird Monitors Needed 

If anyone would like to help out with monitoring a trail other than one run by the club, here is some information 
about two trails that could use your help.  We are trying to help Smith Mountain Lake State Park get their trail up 
and running and we could use some volunteers to monitor there.  This is a short trail with very little 
walking.  Contact Dick Hendrix at hendrixonthelake@yahoo.com or at (296-0757) for more information.  And the 
folks who take care of the trails at Greenfield could use help with one of their trails.  Contact Theo Evans at (966-
5872) for information.  If she questions how you got her number, it came from Tom Clifton, the man who erected 
the trails there.  Tom tells me the trail has about 50 boxes, but that they might be able to split the trail up. They 
usually have just one person monitor for the whole season, but if going out every week doesn't appeal to you, 
perhaps you can convince her to let you share the trail with someone else. 

 

Breeding Bird Surveys 
Breeding bird surveys have been conducted at Booker T. Washington National Monument 

in Franklin County, for the last several years. Want to help out?! You need to be able to  
identify birds by ear. Surveys would be conducted 4 or 5 times from late-May until mid-July.  

Training will be provided.  Contact Anne Tucker (721-1573) or billt3256@gmail.com 
 

Upcoming Events and News               
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        RVBC SPONSORS A STUDENT AT NATURE CAMP 

 

You may not be familiar with it, but thereôs a place in Vesuvius, VA, called Nature 
Camp.  Itôs a place where, since 1942, kids from 5

th
 through 12

th
 grades have 

learned to become good stewards of the earth.  This year the RVBC Board decided 
to sponsor a deserving Roanoke student by paying his fee to attend Nature Camp.  
With Bill Hunleyôs help, we chose Aaron Worrell.  

Hereôs what Bill says about Aaron.  ñHe is a veritable sponge when it comes to 
absorbing information about nature.  He collects insects, minerals and other natural 
objects.  His interest in all aspects of the natural world is virtually boundless.  Aaron 
is twelve years old and is of African American descent. Too often, this segment of 
our society is overlooked with regard to nature/environmental education.  He is a 
student who performs well in the classroom, but really comes alive in the outdoors.  
I feel that Nature Camp would be a dream come true for him.ò 
 From their website at naturecamp.net, ñNature Camp is founded on the principle 
that no one can be expected to save the world who doesnôt care about the world, 
and no one can be expected to care about the natural world who doesnôt know 

about and understand it. We hope to inspire the young people of today to become environmentally responsible and 
conscientious citizens of tomorrow, to spark a lifelong love of learning, and to forge a deep and abiding connection with 
the natural world.ò 
Aaron will be attending the third session of Nature Camp July 13-26 and will provide the club with a letter detailing his 
experience at camp when he returns.  We hope he has a terrific time and learns a lot.  

 

  

HELP SAVE A WILD BIRD! 
All items are used for rehabbing injured or orphaned wild birds. If you need a tax deductible receipt one will be 
provided. Thanks for your help! 

�x Paper towels & tissues (baby birds poop!) and old but clean towels 

�x Cat or dog carriers, cages 

�x Suet cakes, small bags of seed, Dove Mix (found only at Petco) 

�x Any amount of money on a Giftcard /cash- for Pet Emporium, Petco (for fish and crickets), Roanoke Food 

Co-op,  Kroger, FoodLion, Fresh Market (for fresh fruit and grains) or Amazon.com 

�x Grocery store items; powdered egg whites, white sugar, peanut butter, jam or pure fruit jelly (any berry or 

grape), Gerber chicken and gravy (only) baby food 

�x Cleaning supplies; bleach, sponges and tall kitchen bags (use 1 bag a day), unused spray bottles 

�x For the outdoor bird cages; tree bark (large strips), wooden dowels, fiberglass screen, shade cloth, logs, 

bags of landscape pebbles, ıò hardware cloth. Also I could use some help with repairs to some of the 

cages. Please let me know if you are handy with a saw and a drill and can spare a couple of hours. 

�x Do you have fruit trees or berries on your property and would like to share with the rehab birds?  

�x Also if you find/have Gypsy Moth cocoons, call me at (342-4890) Thanks! Maureen  

 

Club Projects  

Youth Birding Club's First Meeting by Laura Beltran 
 

How many birders are there in the United States? This was one of the fun facts learned at the Roanoke Valley 
Bird Club's first Youth Bird members meeting on March 18 at the Raleigh Court Library in Roanoke. 22 people 
were entertained with activities to learn about birding etiquette, how to identify birds, and other fun birding facts. 
Youth ranged from age 5 to 13, and were excited to share their knowledge of birds and their favorite birds (such 
as Peregrine Falcon, because of its speed; American Robin, because a child had a chance to observe a nest; 
Common Grackle, because there are so many; Kinglet, because they seem cool and the child has never had a 
chance to see one). We also handed out membership forms for them to join, and the first field trip will be April 5, 
9:30 a.m., on the Lick Run Greenway. On that first field trip, we will learn not only how to identify some birds, but 
how to use binoculars. 
 

If any bird club member has an extra pair of binoculars for the youth club to borrow, please contact Laura Beltran 
at 269-569-5791 or lauraandnature@gmail.com. And the approximate number of birders in the U.S. is 54 million, 
according to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service! 
 


