
NOVEMBER MEETING

Carl and Linda Boast gave a fascinating 
presentation of their trip to Costa Rica. 

Christmas Bird Counts
The counts are scheduled as follows: 
Å Roanoke on December19th. 
Å Fincastle on December 20th.  
Å Peaks of Otter on December 22nd.
If you havenôt signed up to participate please 
do! Please see Field Trips on page 2 for details. 

Have You Remembered to Pay 
Your Club Dues?  
According to the by-laws, members who have 
not paid dues prior to November 1, shall be dropped as club members in good standing 
and will not receive further newsletters or notices of club meetings/events until payment is 
made. Please complete order form on back of newsletter and send it and your check to Robin 
Austin. Thank you!            
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NEXT MEETING: 
December 14, 7:00 p.m.
Grandin Court Baptist Church 

Celebrating 52 Years 
of Birding! 1957-2009

2010 RVBC Calendar Available

The 2010 RVBC Calendar is for sale to members and non-members at $12 each with proýts 
going to the RVBC general fund. Calendars will be available at the December RVBC meeting. 
If you cannot attend the meeting, contact Carl at 540-297-7336 or carlandlinda@earthlink.net to 
arrange your purchase. Many thanks to Carl Boast for making this calendar possible.

Membersõ Night 
You are invited to bring 5 minutes worth of 
slides, videos, carvings, photos, photos on 
CD, etc. of your best bird images. If you 
plan to participate, please call Bill Grant 
(389-3294) and let him know what you plan 
to present and if you will need special equip-
ment. 

Please join us for dinner at 5;30 p.m. before 
the meeting at the Brambleton Deli at 3655 
Brambleton Road.

Have something savory or 
sweet to share? 
December 14th is our Holiday/Food meeting, 
so please feel free to bring something 
delightfully good.



NOVEMBER MEETING

Carl and Linda Boast gave a fascinating 
presentation of their trip to Costa Rica. 

Christmas Bird Counts
The counts are scheduled as follows: 
Å Roanoke on December19th. 
Å Fincastle on December 20th.  
Å Peaks of Otter on December 22nd.
If you havenôt signed up to participate please 
do! Please see Field Trips on page 2 for details. 

Have You Remembered to Pay 
Your Club Dues?  
According to the by-laws, members who have 
not paid dues prior to November 1, shall be dropped as club members in good standing 
and will not receive further newsletters or notices of club meetings/events until payment is 
made. Please complete order form on back of newsletter and send it and your check to Robin 
Austin. Thank you!            

December 2009 
Newsletter

INSIDE:

Remembering Peggy  
Spiegel Opengari..............2

Volunteers Needed for Girl 
Scout Duck Watch and 
Habitat Walk, Dec. 12.....3

Field Trips..........................3

Weekend Birding Field 
Trip in VA Beach, 
Dec 4-6................................3
Coastal Virginia Wildlife 
Observatory (CVWO) 
Cuba Bird Survey...........3

Field Notes.........................4
Sightings.............................4
Birds of the Roanoke 
Valley: New Edition 
Planned for 2010...............4
Anthropenic Structures...4
City of Roanoke Becomes 
Greener...............................5
Buy Groceries and 
Support Local Land 
Trusts..................................5
Establishment of the 
Bluebird Highway in the 
Late ô60s.............................6
Many Unusual Sightings 
So Far This Fall................6

Roanoke Christmas Bird 
Count Census Form.........7

NEXT MEETING: 
December 14, 7:00 p.m.
Grandin Court Baptist Church 

Celebrating 52 Years 
of Birding! 1957-2009

2010 RVBC Calendar Available

The 2010 RVBC Calendar is for sale to members and non-members at $12 each with proýts 
going to the RVBC general fund. Calendars will be available at the December RVBC meeting. 
If you cannot attend the meeting, contact Carl at 540-297-7336 or carlandlinda@earthlink.net to 
arrange your purchase. Many thanks to Carl Boast for making this calendar possible.

Membersõ Night 
You are invited to bring 5 minutes worth of 
slides, videos, carvings, photos, photos on 
CD, etc. of your best bird images. If you 
plan to participate, please call Bill Grant 
(389-3294) and let him know what you plan 
to present and if you will need special equip-
ment. 

Please join us for dinner at 5;30 p.m. before 
the meeting at the Brambleton Deli at 3655 
Brambleton Road.

Have something savory or 
sweet to share? 
December 14th is our Holiday/Food meeting, 
so please feel free to bring something 
delightfully good.

Remembering Peggy Spiegel 
Opengari

I met Peggy in January 2005 at the open-
air baggage depot at Daniel Oduber Quiros 
International Airport in Liberia, Costa Rica. 
She had just completed a 5-hour þight from 

the U.S. She was beaming, and her inimitable smile lit 
up the entire airport. As I welcomed her to Guanacaste 
Province, her ýrst words were ñHi, Bill, Iôm here to help 
you learn something nobody knows about Ruby-throated 
Hummingbirds.ò 
It was a great start to a warm relationship I cherish, but 
was cut far too short when Peggy passed away in the 
summer of 2009.
Peggy had come to Costa Rica four years ago as a citizen 
scientist in support of ñOperation RubyThroat: The 
Hummingbird Project,ò a research/education/conservation 
initiative I established in 1984 through Hilton Pond 
Center for Piedmont Natural History near York S.C. 
Peggy had been to Costa Rica several times, and had led 
groups to Monte Verde and other rain forest sites. When 
she learned of my plan to expand my hummingbird work 
into Central America she was one of the ýrst people to 
sign on as a ñvolunteerò ýeld assistant. Peggyôs group, 
dubbed ñThe Second Wave,ò þew into Liberia on the 
same afternoon my ýrst groupðñThe Pioneersòðwere 
þying out.
For the next eight days Peggy and her colleagues spent 
productive mornings in the tropical heat, deploying 
mist nets and pull-string traps as the team became part 
of the ýrst systematic long-term effort to capture, band, 
and observe Ruby-throated Hummingbirds within their 
non-breeding range in Central America. And, as she had 
promised, the effervescent Peggy and her new friends 
helped add new information about ruby-throat behavior. 
Among other things, The Second Wave was ýrst to 
document that Ruby-throated Hummingbirds may be just 
as territorial in the Neotropics as they are on breeding 
grounds in North America.
Peggy quickly became a team leader on that Costa 
Rica expedition, up before dawn and asking countless 
questions, and eager to get back into the ýeld. She 
stimulated us with her energy and thoughtful comments, 
and she and I resolved to maintain contact after returning 
to the U.S.
Iôm pleased we continued our relationship through phone 
calls and e-mail. Happily, Peggy asked me to present at 
the 2006 Mountain Lake Migratory Bird Festival, where 
I witnessed her amazing organizational and leadership 
skills. When Peggy introduced my evening lecture that 

year, her comments about me and our hummingbird work 
in Costa Rica were so touching that the lump in my throat  
made it difýcult for me to start my talk. But thatôs the way 
Peggy wasðsuccinct, warm, sincere, and able to touch 
your heart.
I was honored to return to Mountain Lake to lecture and 
band hummingbirds in 2007 and 2008. Peggy warmly 
greeted me, my wife Susan, and other speakers, like the 
old friends we had become. During the festivals, Peggy 
and I had many lengthy conversations, reminiscing about 
the Costa Rica experience and marveling over the great 
looks weôd had of so many birds around Mountain Lake 
during the day.
Like many of you, I was devastated to hear of Peggyôs 
illness earlier this year and was saddened greatly when 
she ýnally lost her battle with cancer on 17 July 2009. 
I was touched to learn she had pre-selected the Ruby-
throated Hummingbird to adorn the cover of her funeral 
program, and even more so when she told a mutual 
friend Jerry Via in her ýnal days that her trip with me to 
study ruby-throats in Costa Rica was the highlight of her 
birding life.
Other folks helped plan and implement the Mountain 
Lake Migratory Bird Festival of course, but Peggy was 
the driving force behind its success. Thus, I dearly hope 
the festival will be offered again in 2010 in memory 
of Peggy and her love of birds. I was pleased to learn 
Roanoke Valley Bird Club has conceived a way to 
memorialize Peggyôs life and work: The Peggy Spiegel 
Opengari Memorial Fund, which annually will award 
a grant toward hummingbird projects or research. The 
Virginia Society of Ornithology, with its 501(c)(3) 
nonproýt status, has agreed to accept donations on behalf 
of RVBC.
As a big fan of Peggy Spiegel Opengari and the work 
she did to introduce folks, young and old, to the world of 
birds, Iôm hopeful everyone who knows about the ñPeggy 
Fundò will make a tax-deductible donation. I can think of 
no better way to honor this special person who touched 
the lives of so many people in Virginia and around the 
world.

Bill Hilton Jr.
Executive Director

Hilton Pond Center for Piedmont Natural History

Donations, which are tax deductible, can be mailed to 
the Virginia Society of Ornithology, c/o Thelma Dalmas, 
1230 Viewmont Dr., Evington, VA 24550-2006 with a 
notation that it is for the Peggy Spiegel Opengari 
Memorial Fund.
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Volunteers Needed for Girl Scout 
Duck Watch and Habitat Walk, 
Dec. 12, 9:00 a.m.-11 a.m. 
The Girl Scouts are requesting assistance from RVBC club 
members for the Duck Watch and Habitat Walk which 
will take place around the lake at the Botetourt Center at 
Greenýeld. 
Please consider volunteering for this important community 
event. Please contact Elly Wefel if you wish to volunteer: 
(pewefel@aol.com) or phone (977-0636). 

FIELD TRIPS
CHAIRMAN BETH GRIFFIN 265-4853
REMEMBER TO SHARE THE COST OF GAS WHEN YOU 
CARPOOL

Christmas Bird Counts
What is a Christmas Bird Count?  Volunteers follow 
speciýed routes through a designated diameter circle, 
counting every bird they see or hear in one calendar day 
during the period December 14 to January 5.
Do I have to be an experienced birder to participate?  No, 
because you will be with experienced birders who will 
help identify any birds you may see or hear.
Are Christmas Bird Counts useful? Absolutely. Data 
collected allows researchers, conservation biologists, and 
interested individuals to study the long-term health about 
bird populations around the world.
Most groups drive around their assigned territory by car, 
stopping frequently to observe birds. This way we cover 
more territory than merely hiking. If youôve never done 
this before, itôs a fun way to do winter birding.    
Is there more than one count done by the Roanoke Valley 
Bird Club?  Yes, there are three counts and your help is 
needed and appreciated. To participate, contact:  
Roanoke ï December 19 ïBill Hunley (774-2397 or 
whunley@mbc.edu) for an assigned territory.
Fincastle ï December 20 ï Eunice Hudgins (389-4056 
or uvaau@aol.com) or Barry Kinzie (992-2743 or 
peckerridge@ntelos.net) for an assigned territory. This 
is a Sunday count followed by homemade soup at noon at 
Barryôs home. Following lunch, there will be tallies of the 
Fincastle and the Roanoke counts. There is a $5 fee for this 
count.
Peaks of Otter ï December 22 ï meet at the Peaks of 
Otter Lodge for breakfast at 7 AM.

Barry Kinzie will set up teams depending on how many 
show up.  Groups will meet back at the lodge at noon for 
a tally and lunch.  You donôt see great numbers of birds on 
this count, but itôs a lot of fun. 

Need Mealworms?
Rita L. OôBrien (a guest at RVBC activities) has 
mealworms for sale: 50 @ $3.00. Bluebirds stay all winter 
and they could use some tasty worms. Please call Rita at 
540-977-0012 to arrange purchase and pickup. 

Weekend Birding Field Trip in VA 
Beach, Dec. 4-6 
Register EARLY for this popular birding weekend. The 
annual VSO ýeld trip to VA Beach and environs features 
a Saturday morning trip to the Chesapeake Bay Bridge 
Tunnel Islands. Three of the four islands are closed to the 
public so this is a great opportunity to visit a birdy spot 
thatôs not open to the public on a regular basis.
Field trip coordinator, Clark White, has made 
arrangements to visit all four islands and has reserved 
security guards such that 45 people can attend this trip. 
The trip is open to the publicðVSO members and non-
members. No fees except those for the CBBT islands trip 
(see note below) and hotel/food. Cheap in the winter.
Visit the VSO Web site for hotel/logistics info: http://
www.virginiabirds.net/f_trips.html

Coastal Virginia Wildlife 
Observatory (CVWO) Cuba Bird 
Survey, March 18 -29, 2010
CVWO is endorsing its second U.S. led and managed 
birding program to Cuba. Only a few vacancies remain 
for this exclusive trip coordinated by the Caribbean 
Conservation Trust (CCT), based in Connecticut. CCT, 
under license from the U.S. Treasury Department, has a 
15-year history of managing bird surveys in Cuba. 
The trip will be co-led by John Spahr of CVWO and Dr. 
William Suarez, a bilingual Cuban ornithologist from the 
Cuban Museum of Natural History. Cuba hosts nearly 30 
endemic species, including the worldôs smallest bird, as 
well as many of the same neotropical migrants that visit us 
in the warmer months, including over 30 warblers. As the 
Caribbeanôs largest and most ecologically diverse island 
nation, Cuba is a fascinating country to visit. For more 
information and a detailed itinerary contact.
John Spahr:  jspahr@yahoo.com 
234 W. Frederick St. Staunton, VA 24401Å 540-887-2345
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FIELD NOTES

Birding Around Roanoke Nov.15
Thirteen birders met with Linda Cory and Kent Davis to 
bird the Roanoke Sewage Treatment Plant and Rutrough 
Point (part of Explore Park). Species sighted on this sunny, 
warm afternoon at the STP: Mallard, Cooperôs Hawk, Wild 
Turkey, Song Sparrow, Carolina Wren, Killdeer, Great 
Blue Heron, Northern Cardinal, Turkey Vulture, Mourning 
Dove, Rock Dove. At Rutrough Point: Cedar Waxwing, 
Northern Flicker, Eastern Bluebird, Tufted Titmouse, 
Carolina Wren, Carolina Chickadee, Downy Woodpecker, 
Hairy Woodpecker, American Goldýnch, Song Sparrow, 
Common Raven, and Red-bellied Woodpecker.

Booker T. Washington National 
Monument, Nov. 21 
Leader Bill Hunley and birders sighted Brown Creeper 
and Yellow-bellied Sapsucker  (four sapsuckers sighted 
at once!). Also Black Vulture, Turkey Vulture, Eastern 
Phoebe, lots of Eastern Bluebirds, Tufted Titmouse, 
Carolina Chickadee, Downy Woodpecker, Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, Mourning Dove, Common Raven, American 
Crow, Red-tailed Hawk, American Goldýnch, House 
Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Yellow-rumped Warbler, 
Eastern Mockingbird, and Blue Jay.

Sightings  
Oct. 25-Kathy Summers sighted a Common Loon on Smith 
Mountain Lake near marker 12 on Blackwater River. Also 
saw American Coots near Pelican Point Marina. 
Nov, 15-Barry Kinzie and other birders saw an adult Red-
shouldered Hawk, Fox Sparrow and two Pine Siskins þying 
over Harveyôs Knob. 

Birds of the Roanoke Valley
New Edition Planned for 2011

by Barry Kinzie
In the next year I will need as much 
help and information as possible 
from the members of the Roanoke 
Valley Bird Club to update and revise 
my 1985 publication Birds of the 
Roanoke Valley. In January 2011, I 
plan to publish a user-friendly book, 

with information about birding locations in the Roanoke 
Valley, and current status of various species. I hope to use 
Seth Williamsonôs ñRoanoke Birdsò listserve and my email 
address PECKERRIDGE@NTELOS.NET for much of our 
communication. I think Kent Davis and Katrina Knight 
will keep our master lists. I will request assistance from 

several birders (Bill James, Baron Gibson, and the Holts to 
work on the raptors, Mike Purdy for waterfowl, and Mike 
Donahue for shorebirds). Sub-compilers will be needed 
for many groups of birds, and we will need many speciýc 
records of birds formatted as follows:
Swamp Sparrow (peak count) (17) 25 Oct 1984, Daleville, 
B. Hunley.
Blackburnian Warbler (early spring date) 6 Apr 1975, 
Roanoke Mt., N. Middleton.
Cooperôs Hawk (breeding record) adult on nest, 15 Apr 
1985, Roanoke, H. Turner, N. Middleton.

Records recorded in the above format will be essential for 
the sub-compilers to efýciently organize the information. 
This project requires lots of help. Such as:
ýnding a printer/graphic designer/publisher and requesting 
price quotes; determining if color pages are affordable, etc. 
Help is also needed to research American Birds  the VSO  
newsletter; The Raven and Birding Magazine for records 
since 1984. 
You can see that the book requires lots of collaboration 
and we are just ready to start. Please organize your records 
for the sub-compilers (to be sent to them at a future date). 
Please send me any thoughts/ideas soon. Thank you!
Barry Kinzie, PO Box 446 Troutville, VA 24175.

Anthropogenic Structures 
anthropogenic: an object derived from human activities.
Looking at this title of a session at the 2009 American 
Ornithology Union (AOU) meeting, you wouldnôt think 
you would have much interest in the topic. But the session 
referred to birds colliding with structures that humans 
have constructed. The session included discussions 
on communication towers, window strikes, and bird-
airplane collisions. Of particular interest are recent 
developments on preventing window strikes. 
Window strikes may cause between one and ten bird deaths 
per building per year according to the Cornell Laboratory 
of Ornithologyôs Project FeederWatch. Daniel Klem Jr., 
an ornithology and conservation biology professor at 
Pennsylvaniaôs Muhlenberg College, notes that feeders 
placed within three to thirty feet of a window are especially 
dangerous as birds þushed from them can gain enough 
speed to crash into the window. Contrary to popular belief, 
birds that collide with windows do not usually sustain 
neck injuries. If the window strike stuns the bird instead of 
killing it, it may develop a concussion or be susceptible to 
predators, e. g., cats, raccoons. 
Research shows that of the stunned birds that þy away 
after colliding with a window, at least half die later from 
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brain injuries. See www.audubonmagazine.org/kress for 
tips on helping a stunned bird. Just because you havenót 
found a dead bird under a window of your house or seen 
a bird collide with your windows doesnôt mean that the 
windows in your home are safe. Have you ever noticed 
a few feathers clinging to the outside of a window or the 
powdery outline of a birdós breast or wing? These and other 
strikes can go unnoticed as predators will quickly devour 
an injured or dead bird. There are precautions you can take 
to prevent future window strikes at your home. 
One researcher at the AOU meeting humorously reminded 
her audience that birds nor humans can see glass. She 
made her point by showing hidden camera video of people 
mistakenly walking into a very clean glass pane designed 
to look like a store exit. Once people make this kind of 
mistake, they learn to pay attention and donót do it again. 
Unfortunately birds donót have that opportunity as they 
often die after hitting a glass window. 
At one time objects stuck to glass windows, like a falcon 
silhouette, were used as a safeguard against window strikes. 
Unless these nearly cover the window by being repeated 
every two to four inches they have not proven to be very 
helpful. A better solution is silver-gray ýlm applied to the 
outside of the window; this blocks the see- through glass 
effect that causes window strikes. 
This ýlm is transparent from the inside and available from 
www.þap.org/new/ýlm.htm. 
In the spring a bird may strike its image reþected in a 
window in an attempt to chase a rival from its breeding 
territory. Some people have successfully stopped this by 
hanging mobiles, wind chimes, or Mylar streamers outside 
the window. Objects inside the window donót seem to help. 
You can also stretch mesh netting (like fruit tree netting) 
over the outside of a window so birds bounce off instead of 
colliding with the glass. 
Or you can purchase a drop-down screen that attaches 
to the window with suction cups called Bird Screen 
(www.birdscreen.com). 
Normally window glass is made to reþect not absorb ultra-
violet. Humans cannot see ultraviolet in the color spectrum 
but birds can. Researchers are exploring ýlm, decals, or 
plastic strips with ultraviolet patterns that can be applied to 
windows. Studies show that these do reduce bird collisions. 
Some relatively new frosted window decals of leaves, 
butterþies, snowþakes, or hummingbirds reþect ultraviolet 
sunlight. These static-cling decals are relatively transparent 
from the inside. 
One such product is made by WindowAlert (www. 
windowalert.com). 
Another UV-reþective ýlm product is called CollidEscape; 

it is available through the Fatal Light Awareness Program 
(FLAP) (www.collidescape.citymax.com/page/page/
6049375.htm). 

reprinted from The Bluebird
(Lynchburg Bird Club Newsletter)

City of Roanoke Becomes Greener
In September 2009, the City of Roanoke donated a second 
easement on the remainder of Carvins Cove. This brings 
11,363 acres under easement, making the Cove the largest 
conserved tract of land in Virginia. In April 2008 the City 
of Roanoke placed the 6,185 acres of Carvins Cove Natural 
Reserve in a conservation easement. Carvins Cove is a vital 
part of the Roanoke Valleyôs water supply and a popular 
outdoor recreation area. The cityôs action helps showcase 
Roanoke as a city that wants to protect its water supply and 
attract people who want to enjoy the outdoors. 
 
Buy Groceries and Support  
Local Land Trusts

Land trusts are community-based, private, non-proýt 
organizations formed to help protect local lands important 
to the quality of life and environmental health of their 
regions. A land trust encourages balanced community 
development and saves important local landscapes ï the 
features that deýne a communityôs character.
Two local land trusts:
Å Western Virginia Land Trust, and 
Å New River Land Trust  
have a way for you to contribute to conservation via 
grocery shopping.
How it works:
Contact the New River Land Trust (call: (540) 951-
1704 or e-mail: annie@newriverlandtrust.org) to receive 
a Kroger gift card from the NRLT with an initial $5 pre-
loaded on the card. Simply go to the customer service desk 
at any Kroger and add money to your card. When you 
check out, use the card like a debit card and 5% of your 
purchase goes to the NRLTðat no extra expense to 
you! Reuse your card every time you shop at Kroger for 
groceries, prescriptions, gas, anything. Every time you use 
your New River Land Trust Kroger gift card, 5% of your 
purchase is donated to the NRLT.
To support the West Virginia Land Trust mail a check 
for $5 to WVLT to receive a Kroger gift card.
WVLT, 722 First Street, SW, Suite L, Roanoke,
VA 24016. 
(540) 985-0000 or visit
http://www.westernvirginialandtrust.org. 
WVLT will send you a Kroger gift card pre-loaded with 
your $5. Take the card to a Kroger, add money to it and use 
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NOVEMBER MEETING

Carl and Linda Boast gave a fascinating 
presentation of their trip to Costa Rica. 

Christmas Bird Counts
The counts are scheduled as follows: 
Å Roanoke on December19th. 
Å Fincastle on December 20th.  
Å Peaks of Otter on December 22nd.
If you havenôt signed up to participate please 
do! Please see Field Trips on page 2 for details. 

Have You Remembered to Pay 
Your Club Dues?  
According to the by-laws, members who have 
not paid dues prior to November 1, shall be dropped as club members in good standing 
and will not receive further newsletters or notices of club meetings/events until payment is 
made. Please complete order form on back of newsletter and send it and your check to Robin 
Austin. Thank you!            
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NEXT MEETING: 
December 14, 7:00 p.m.
Grandin Court Baptist Church 

Celebrating 52 Years 
of Birding! 1957-2009

2010 RVBC Calendar Available

The 2010 RVBC Calendar is for sale to members and non-members at $12 each with proýts 
going to the RVBC general fund. Calendars will be available at the December RVBC meeting. 
If you cannot attend the meeting, contact Carl at 540-297-7336 or carlandlinda@earthlink.net to 
arrange your purchase. Many thanks to Carl Boast for making this calendar possible.

Membersõ Night 
You are invited to bring 5 minutes worth of 
slides, videos, carvings, photos, photos on 
CD, etc. of your best bird images. If you 
plan to participate, please call Bill Grant 
(389-3294) and let him know what you plan 
to present and if you will need special equip-
ment. 

Please join us for dinner at 5;30 p.m. before 
the meeting at the Brambleton Deli at 3655 
Brambleton Road.

Have something savory or 
sweet to share? 
December 14th is our Holiday/Food meeting, 
so please feel free to bring something 
delightfully good.

the card for purchases at Kroger. Kroger will contribute 5% 
of your purchases to the WVLT.
To learn more about WVLT go to: http://www.wester
nvirginialandtrust.org/join.htm
To learn more about NRLT go to http://www.newrive
rlandtrust.org/mission.htm

Establishment of the Bluebird 
Highway in the Late ô60s

By Carole Massart
After reading In the Bluebird Beginning in the November 
issue of the RVBC newsletter by Sandy Cheap® I felt that 
I should add a postscript. While serving as president of the 
RVBC, I kept a scrapbook which contains two newspaper 
clippings from March 16, 1969 (Roanoke Times and World 
News) and April 7, 1969 (Daily Advance of Lynchburg) 
which detail the establishment of the Bluebird Highway 
running 52 miles from Roanoke to Lynchburg (Rt 24 to Rt 
709 to Rt 811).
As of April of that year, 52 boxes had been built and put 
in place by Norma and Raymond Harper and others of the 
RVBC and Hugh Garrison and others of the Lynchburg 
Bird Club. The ultimate goal was to place a bluebird box 
every quarter of a mile along the routes. Club members 
monitored the boxes for many years until Rt 24 became too 
dangerous due to Smith Mountain Lake trafýc.
I distinctly remember going out with the Harpers to place 
a box on a fence post on the Parkway Spur near Rt. 24.  
We barely got back in the car when a male bluebird þew 
straight into the box!
I would like to thank Sandy Cheap® for her article and 
for her inspiring comments about their fondness for 
bluebirds; and on behalf of the bluebirds, I would like to 
thank everyone who shares those sentiments and who have 
worked so hard over the past 40 years to ñBring Back the 
Bluebirds.ò

Many Unusual Sightings So Far 
This Fall

As described in an earlier column, for birds and 
birdwatchers, fall began August 1st, and will continue until 
the end of November. However, the past three months have 
produced some very signiýcant records, and we still have a 
few weeks before winter. 
The most unusual bird for this season was the rare sand-
plover that was discovered in a small pond on Bells Lane 
September 6 ï 8. At least 200 birders from all across 
Virginia and ten additional states came to see the rare bird. 
We are not sure if it is a Greater Sand-Plover, or Lesser 
Sand-Plover. If it were the Greater, it would be only 

the third record for the entire Western Hemisphere. This 
species breeds in Turkey and central Asia, winters in Africa, 
Australia, and the Mediterranean area; it is a vagrant in 
Great Britain and France. And now has found its way to the 
Western Hemisphere in Staunton! 
The documentation including many photographs, will 
be submitted to the Virginia Avian Records Committee 
(VARCOM). If accepted we will add it to our Augusta 
County ofýcial list.  
So far this fall, there are additional unusual sightings, listed 
below:
1. Horned Grebe ï 1 on October 2-4, Fishersville; our 

third fall record.
2. American Avocet ï 5 on September 8, on Bells Lane; 

our ýfth fall record.
3. Solitary Sandpiper ï 34 on August 1, throughout the 

county; new fall peak count.
4. White-rumped Sandpiper ï 1 on September 1, Bells 

Lane; our third fall record.
5. Forsterôs Tern ï 6 on August 1, Fishersville; new fall 

peak count.
6. Eastern Screech Owl ï 6 on September 6, at Humpback 

Rocks on the Blue Ridge Parkway; new fall peak count.
7. Acadian þycatcher ï 4 feeding þedged young, August 

1, on Great North Mountain; a new late breeding record 
and new fall peak count.

8. Willow Flycatcher - 2 on August 1 at Swoope and 1 on 
September 6 on Blue Ridge Parkway; our second and 
third fall records.

9. Bank Swallow - 1 on September 29 at Lyndhurst; late 
fall record.

10. Sedge Wren ï 1 on October 1; Staunton; sixth fall 
record.

11. Chipping Sparrow ï adult with 3 young, September 8-
9, Lyndhurst; late breeding record.

12.  Red-winged Blackbird, adult feeding young, August 1;  
       Lyndhurst; late breeding record.
We still have a few weeks to look for unusual birds this fall. 
Wonder what the next one will be? 

Yulee  Larner
reprinted from The Stuanton News Leader
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Date: ____________________ 

Time: ________ to   ________

Temp: ___________________

Wind: ___________________

Observers: _____________ in____________ Parties

Feeder Observers: _____________________ 
 
 

Areas covered:________________________________________

____________________________________________________

_____________________________________

Total Party Hours: _________(_____on foot _____by car)

Total Party Miles: _________(_____on foot _____by car)

Roanoke Christmas Bird Count Participant Census Form

Å    Common Loon  _____________
Å Pied-billed Grebe  _____________
Å Horned Grebe  _____________
Å Great Blue Heron  _____________
Å Canada Goose  _____________
Å Wood Duck   _____________
Å Green-winged Teal  _____________
Å American Black Duck _____________
Å Mallard   _____________
Å Northern Pintail  _____________
Å Northern Shoveler  _____________
Å Gadwall   _____________
Å American Wigeon  _____________
Å Canvasback   _____________
Å Redhead   _____________
Å Ring-necked Duck  _____________
Å Lesser Scaup  _____________
Å Bufþehead   _____________
Å Hooded Merganser  _____________
Å Ruddy Duck  _____________
Å Black Vulture  _____________
Å Turkey Vulture  _____________
Å Northern Harrier  _____________
Å Sharp-shinned Hawk  _____________
Å Red-tailed Hawk  _____________
Å American Kestrel  _____________
Å Ruffed Grouse  _____________
Å Wild Turkey  _____________
Å Northern Bobwhite  _____________
Å America Coot  _____________
Å Killdeer   _____________
Å Common Snipe  _____________
Å Ring-billed Gull  _____________
Å Rock Dove   _____________
Å Mourning Dove  _____________
Å Barn Owl   _____________
Å Eastern Screech-Owl  _____________
Å Great Horned Owl  _____________
Å Barred Owl   _____________
Å Belted Kingýsher  _____________
Å Red-headed Woodpecker _____________
Å Red-bellied Woodpecker _____________
Å Yellow-bellied Sapsucker _____________
Å Downy Woodpecker  _____________
Å Hairy Woodpecker  _____________ 
Å Northern Flicker  _____________
Å    Pileated Woodpecker  _____________
Å Eastern Phoebe  _____________

Å Horned Lark  _____________
Å Blue Jay   _____________
Å American Crow  _____________
Å Common Raven  _____________
Å Black-capped Chickadee _____________
Å Carolina Chickadee  _____________
Å Tufted Titmouse  _____________
Å Red-breasted Nuthatch _____________
Å White-breasted Nuthatch _____________
Å Brown Creeper  _____________
Å Carolina Wren  _____________
Å Winter Wren  _____________
Å Golden-crowned Kinglet _____________
Å Ruby-crowned Kinglet _____________
Å Eastern Bluebird  _____________
Å Hermit Thrush  _____________
Å American Robin  _____________
Å Northern Mockingbird _____________
Å Brown Thrasher  _____________
Å Water Pipit   _____________
Å Cedar Waxwing  _____________
Å Loggerhead Shrike  _____________
Å European Starling  _____________
Å Yellow-rumped Warbler _____________
Å Pine Warbler  _____________
Å Northern Cardinal  _____________
Å Rufous-sided Towhee _____________
Å American Tree Sparrow _____________
Å Chipping Sparrow  _____________
Å Field Sparrow  _____________
Å Savannah Sparrow  _____________
Å Fox Sparrow  _____________
Å Song Sparrow  _____________
Å Swamp Sparrow  _____________
Å White-throated Sparrow _____________
Å White-crowned Sparrow _____________
Å Dark-eyed Junco  _____________
Å Red-winged Blackbird _____________
Å Eastern Meadowlark  _____________
Å Rusty Blackbird  _____________
Å Common Grackle  _____________
Å Brown-headed Cowbird _____________
Å Purple Finch  _____________
Å House Finch  _____________
Å Pine Siskin   _____________
Å American Goldýnch  _____________
Å Evening Grosbeak  _____________

100 Expected Species

Double-crested Cormorant
Green Heron
Tundra Swan
Greater Scaup
Oldsquaw
Common Goldeneye
Bald Eagle
Northern Goshawk
Rough-legged Hawk
Golden Eagle
Merlin
Peregrine Falcon
American Woodcock
Bonaparteôs Gull
Herring Gull
Short-eared Owl
Fish Crow
House Wren
Gray Catbird
Solitary Vireo
Palm Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Vesper Sparrow
Northern Oriole
Red Crossbill

Other Species

Å ______________
Å ______________
Å ______________
Å ______________
Å ______________

Precise, extensive details 
for these birds should be 
written on the back of this 
sheet.

Observers

   __________________
   __________________
   __________________
   __________________
   __________________
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ROANOKE VALLEY BIRD CLUB 2009 OFFICERS

President: Elly Wefel 977-0636
VP (Programs) Bill Grant 389-3294
VP (Membership): Eleanor Dye 890-1627
Treasurer: Robin Austin 929-9071
Secretary: Connie Marsh 334-7094
Field Trips: Beth Grifýn 265-4853
Directors at Large: Eunice Hudgins and Alyce Quinn
Publications: Carol Siler 725-1609
Website: www.roanokevalleybirdclub.com

2010 Membership Dues

Name(s):

Address:

City:     ST:  Zip:

Phone:

Email:

Mail To: Roanoke Valley Bird Club
c/o Robin Austin, Treasurer

 10513 Bottom Creek Road
 Bent Mountain, VA 24059-2311

Dues

Individual
Family
Student
Sustaining
Adopt-a-Bluebird

Additional 
Contribution

Total Submitted

 $12
 $20 
   $7 
 $30  
 $15     

     $

    $

How did you hear about the club?


